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MENMGRANDUM FOR:  Ddresctor, Photographic Intelligence Center
SUBJECT t+ 1174 Advisory Committee Report

1l 1 have read the subject report with great interest, but with
even xore alarm. I appreciate greatly your saking it available to me.

2. My Lmwediate reaction upon reading the conclusions and then
the comments in the text of the document is that this commuitiee is
wtmmm&mmﬁwaﬁa&&wi&tﬂmmmumaf
the SENTRY progras, including types of sensors and sven types of
vehicles to be used, although I had understood that the committee was
supposed to foous its attention on ground readout, processing, and
analysis., I might add that I feel that much of the commitiee discussion
is highly unrealistic in that it consists of sargumentation that both
recovery and "talkeback" reconnaissance satellites should be developed,
and that the 6" as well as the 36® camera should bs flown, without
regard to the necossity for meking choices 8o as to remain within a

3« Uy alarm derives from the extensive discussion in this report
of recoverable satellites, all of which iz zet forth in a tone which
inplies knowledge by the writer that a recovery satellite program is
at least wdier active consideration, if not already in progress. I
an especially disturbed by paragraph IV, sub-paragraph F, which implies
that a Thor-boosted reconnaissance satellite is already under development.
These references lead me to conclude that the writer of the repart knows
or surmises the existence of CORONA and, what is even worse, that he
is unawere of any lmproprieties in his discussion which is bound (in
ny view) to redirect attenticn to the whole topic of recoversbls recone
naissance satellites. I might add a personal guess that the tome and
content of the discussion were considerably influenced by one mesber
of the committee, Mr. Amren Kats.

ks My concern over the sesurity implications of this decwsent

sre 8o t that 1 am, in a separate memecrandum (copy attached), asking
ﬂa undertake with the utmost urgency an investigation of the

NRO and USAF review(s) completed.
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information that has been available to the members of thiz committse.
Since the comaittes was established by the Adr Ferse, he will of course
need the help of appropriate componsnis of the Alr Force in this investi-
gation. If it sppesrs that any iaformation concerning CORONA has been
inproperly disseainated %¢ members of this comsittee, or that the ARPA

or Air Force documents have been improperly classified, I propose to

wmke » formal protest to the competent authorities. I desire youwr

urgent and most corplete cocperation in this investigation. 1 mm sure
that the first step should be a diseussion between and yourself.
Perbaps you will be able to explain the backpround report in

such a way as torelisve my extrems cORGEYrA.

RICHARD X, BISSELL, JE.
wfe

DD/PsRMB/sak (1l Jan 59)

iistribution:

1 - Addressee

2 « DFD=-0D/P Dep. Director

gnuwﬁm&w@w of D& P
LPB-ID, 1ty Officer

5 « DD/P Chrono 2 -
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